along the river
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Reiko lay in bed.
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Outside...
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Night began to fall
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A storm closed in
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And rain rang out like applause
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Reiko couldn't sleep.
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Outside...
HTUE-






People scurried, wet and cold #f<@Fnhfc. RERDARS






Street lights fluttered
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The wind howled and Reiko’s heart trembled.
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She thought and thought and thought...
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Was it just the wind at her window?
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Was it just the rain pounding on the roof?
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Would it ever stop?
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Reiko closed her eyes.
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She saw what her eyes did not see.
She heard what her ears did not hear.
She felt what her heart did not feel.
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The wind couldn’t blow out a candle
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The clouds could be chased away

FiEW b






And the night cuddled her...
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... tosleep.
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